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NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES MAJOR DEBUTS AT UM 
MISSOULA -
This fall, The University of Montana offers a new major to students on its Missoula 
campus -- Native American studies.
The first NAS major offered at a Montana university, the program is "basically a cultural 
bridge in academia," Native American Studies Program Director Bonnie Heavy Runner Craig said.
"This is an important program for us at The University of Montana, because of the 
significant population of Native Americans in the state and on our campus," President George 
Dennison said. "But it is even more important for the majority students on campus, to give them a 
sense o f the Native American experience."
The major offers students comprehensive course offerings and a broader view of historical 
and contemporary culture than is traditionally found in liberal arts education, Craig said. It is 
designed to give students a strong foundation for research and writing in the field, as well as a 
foundation for possible graduate work. The curriculum features courses from varied disciplines, • 
approaching each from an American Indian perspective.
Approved by the state Board of Regents earlier this year, the major has signed up 11 
students, both Indian and non-Indian, and is expected to quickly grow to 20 or 30 students. Two 




NAS Professor Richmond Clow was instrumental in developing the major, Craig said. In 
the 1994-95 academic year, Clow visited three Midwestern universities with successful native 
studies programs. Working closely with Craig, Clow combined what works at other schools with 
what is needed in Montana to draft a proposal for the new major.
m
Contact: NAS Director Bonnie Craig or Associate Director Patrick Weasel Head, 243-5831.
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